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THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Mr. Tieger, would you call the next witness, please?

MR. TIEGER: Thank you, your Honour. The next witness is Mehmed Alic. 

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Mr. Wladimiroff, do you wish to offer into evidence 

Defence Exhibit 23?

MR. WLADIMIROFF: Yes. You are perfectly right, your Honour. I forgot to 

tender it. I may tender it, if you please, as marked.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Yes. Any objection to Defence 23?

MR. TIEGER: No, your Honour.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: You are thinking that it is too late now because the 

witness has gone though! This is just clean up, if I say so.

MR. TIEGER: If you say so.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: So is there any objection?

MR. TIEGER: No, there is not.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: OK. Defence Exhibit 23 will be admitted. I notice 

there has been a change in the order for the witnesses. Is that 

correct? Am I reading the change in the order correctly?

MR. TIEGER: That is correct, your Honour.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: The Defence knows that? Very good. Sir, would you 
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please take the oath that is before you?

Mehmed Alic, called

THE WITNESS [In translation]: I solemnly declare that I will speak the 

truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

(The witness was sworn)

Examined by MR. TIEGER

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Mr. Tieger, you may begin.

MR. TIEGER: Thank you, your Honour. Sir, will you first state your name, 

please?

A. Alic Mehmed, son of Aga.

Q. Mr. Alic in what year were you born?

A. 27th March 1923. 

Q. Where were you born?

A. In the village of Kamicani, in the municipality of Prijedor.

Q. Did you live there your whole life until the conflict in 1992?

A. Yes, until 1992 we lived there all the time.

Q. Was is your nationality?

A. Muslim.

Q. What was your occupation in Kamicani?

A. I was a farmer and over time I also worked with a forest. I was doing 

forestry.

Q. Did you raise a family in Kamicani?

A. Yes, I had a wife and six children, spouse.

Q. What were their names?

A. First, there was Hatemina, Enver, Envera, Sedika, Ekrem and Nasiha.
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Q. The translation did not come out clearly. One of your sons' names 

was Enver and your daughter's name was Envera, is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. What was Ekrem's nickname?

A. "Aka".

Q. It is my fault. What was Enver's nickname?

A. "Eno".

Q. In what years were Enver and Ekrem born?

A. Enver was born in 1948 and Ekrem in 1955.

Q. What were their occupations?

A. They were both drivers, one, Enver, worked in Croatia in a company 

and the other one worked with me because I had a tractor and I had a 

truck and I also had horses and so .....

Q. Mr. Alic, did you know the Tadic family?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you know Dule Tadic?

A. Yes, we know him.

Q. Did you know his father?

A. Yes, I have.

Q. Were the two of you of approximately the same generation?

A. Yes.

Q. What was his father's name? If you do not recall, that is fine.

A. I know, but now, right now, it has just slipped.

Q. I am sure you are a bit nervous, I understand. How well did the two 

of you get along, Dule Tadic's father and yourself?
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A. Well, he knew me quite well. When I went to the forest he used to, 

in front of his house, he would lean against the fence and if I am 

going there in the morning, he would say, "Good morning", and he said, 

"How are you?" and I always had good horses, so he would say, "Nice 

horses" and he said, "Oh, you are hard working".

Q. Was that typical of relations between Serbs and Muslims during that 

time?

A. Yes.

Q. Were either of your sons about the same age as Dule Tadic?

A. Yes, Ekrem was born in 55, my Ekrem.

Q. Did Ekrem or Enver know Dule?

A. Both knew him. Of course, they all would drink together at the same 

table and went to music and all kinds of places.

Q. Have you known Dule Tadic ever since he was a child?

A. Yes.

Q. I would like to ask you now about some of the things that happened 

after the attack on Kozarac. First of all, do you recall when that 

began?

A. The attack started on 24th May 1992.

Q. About what time of the day?

A. Around 1.00, 1.00 or 2.00.

Q. Where were you at that time?

A. I was at home in Kamicani.

Q. Who were you with?

A. I was there with my wife and my daughter and my granddaughters, 
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grandchildren.

Q. After the outbreak of the attack, did you and the members of your 

family go to Mujici?

A. We went first to Softici.

Q. After that did you go on to Mujici?

A. Then to Mujici.

Q. Did you remain in Mujici until May 26th?

A. Until May 26th, in the morning.

Q. On that day in the morning did you and the other members of your 

family go with other ----

A. We started towards Kozarac.

Q. Was that in order to surrender to Serb forces?

A. Yes.

Q. How did you travel to Kozarac?

A. The older people and the children, we took tractors and we would put 

on the older people and children and women and we would go in a 

tractor to Kozarac.

Q. Did the younger and stronger go on foot?

A. The younger and the stronger went on foot.

Q. When you reached Kozarac, did you and the other elderly people get 

off the tractors? 

A. Yes, we did.

Q. Did columns of people form in Kozarac to move through the town for 

the purpose of surrendering?

A. Yes.
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Q. Was that going down Marsala Tita Street?

A. Yes.

Q. In Kozarac were you put on a bus?

A. In Krkici, down at Krkici, we, elderly, and the children and women, 

we got on the bus.

Q. Was that one bus?

A. Yes, we were in the first bus and then I was not really looking any 

more. There was one bus there at that time and then afterwards others 

came, but I was in the first one.

Q. Is Krkici where the junction where the old road meets Marsala Tita?

A. Yes.

Q. Did the bus on which you and the other elderly were put proceed with 

the column of people on foot to surrender?

A. Yes.

Q. In which direction was the column going?

A. It went towards Prijedor.

Q. Did the column stop at some point?

A. Yes.

Q. Where was that?

A. In Susici near Limenka.

Q. That is about how far from central Kozarac?

A. Well, some, around one-and-a-half to two kilometres until the 

beginning of Kozarusa and then somewhere around two kilometres.

Q. About what time of the day was it that you stopped at or near 

Limenka?
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A. I think around 10 o'clock, maybe 10.30, somewhere around there, the 

way I can remember as we started off from Mujici.

Q. Were Serb forces there?

A. Yes.

Q. What were those Serb forces wearing?

A. Well, they wore camouflage uniforms and they wore weapons, automatic 

rifles, pistols, knives. There were some bombs as well, some 

grenades.

Q. Were you and the other elderly people ordered off the bus?

A. Yes, we got off the bus.

Q. Where did you and the others wait after you got off the bus?

A. From the right-hand side, on the right of -- the bus came to a stop 

and it stopped next to the asphalt.

Q. Did you and the other elderly people wait by the side of the road?

A. Yes.

Q. Were the Serb forces separating Muslim men from women and children?

A. Yes.

Q. Were some of the men being placed on buses?

A. Yes.

Q. Mr. Alic, as you waited by the side of the road there at Limenka did 

you see Dule Tadic?

A. Yes, I saw Dule Tadic.

Q. Where was he when you saw him?

A. He was passing by next to, by the bus from the left side. I saw Milos 

Balte and some others, those policemen that I knew from the earlier 
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years. 

Q. Do you recall what Dule was wearing that day?

A. Well, he had a camouflage uniform. They all had camouflage. Well, 

maybe some of the regular policemen had those police uniforms, but all 

the rest had camouflage uniforms.

Q. Were you and the other elderly people eventually put back on the same 

bus?

A. Yes, the same bus, we were put on the same bus.

Q. Where were you then taken?

A. To Trnopolje.

Q. At Trnopolje were the newly arrived people told that those who had 

relatives or friends nearby could stay with them?

A. Yes, they were told that.

Q. Did you and the members of your family go to a nearby relative's or 

friend's house?

A. Yes. The first house next to the camp, the east, Ahmed Balic was the 

owner of the house.

Q. About how many people were there?

A. It is a larger structure with -- he said that he had over 50 people 

staying with him.

Q. Did it seem to you that that estimate was correct based upon the 

number of people you saw at the house?

A. Well, I think that that is about the right number, maybe even more, 

but it is true what he said.

Q. What was the nationality of those people who were at Mr. Balic's 
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house?

A. Muslims.

Q. Was there much food available?

A. There was food, but there was not enough. You know, he is a retiree. 

He did not have as much of that, what he had.

Q. Did you attempt to obtain a certificate from the Serbian Red Cross 

which permitted you to leave the area in order to look for food?

A. Yes, I did get a certificate from Donlagici.

Q. Was Donlagici part of the Kamicani commune?

A. Yes, they were.

Q. Did that certificate permit to you go to a part of Kamicani then?

A. Only to Donlagici.

Q. Was that the part of Kamicani in which your house was located?

A. No.

Q. Over the next two weeks, approximately, did you, nevertheless, go to 

your house in Kamicani in order to search for food?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you see cleansing taking place in the area of your home?

A. Yes.

Q. What was happening there?

A. They were burning the houses and people were being killed, the ones 

who were left behind, the ones who were blind or old, and they were 

saying, "We were not guilty, why should I go somewhere? I am not 

guilty of anything", so those people got killed.

Q. Was there a Serbian checkpoint in the area of Kamicani which was 
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guarded by Serbian forces?

A. You mean a point? There was near the -- in Rodi Godina on the road 

Prijedor/Banja Luka.

Q. Did you see any of the members of the Serbian forces who were manning 

that point? 

A. When I came to that point I was -- there were four Serbian soldiers 

in a car who caught up with me. They stopped me. He opened the door 

and he asked me, "Meho, where are you going?" I told him, "I am going 

home to search for food for my children. My children are hungry".

Q. Were you discouraged from going there?

A. He told me, he said that they were cleansing up there, "It is not 

safe, you, it is your initiative, but if you get caught you will get 

killed". However, I started and he told me, "Don't go to the 

checkpoint, they won't let you through", and this was about 30 metres 

from where they caught up with me. He said, "There are things going 

on up there".

I was looking and I saw Milenko Zigic there and Vinko Kusota, 

Slavko Skondric, Milan Markovic and Milan's son-in-law, Gojko, and 

some others that I did not know, but these people I knew because these 

are my immediate neighbours. They are maybe 1.5 or two kilometres 

from me. So them I know as well as I know myself.

Q. Were those persons armed and were they in uniform?

A. Everybody was in uniform, and wearing arms.

Q. What kind of arms?

A. Automatic weapons. It was all automatics. We have a saying, "They 
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were armed up to their teeth".

Q. You mentioned the name Vinko Kusota. How long had you known him?

A. I knew him from ever, but I knew him best since '70. Vinko Kusota, 

he jumped off from a plum tree and he stabbed himself on a knife, and 

I was carrying, I was driving some rocks nearby and so when I heard 

screams I went over there and I saw the blood, and he was still a 

child so I took him, I put him on my cart and dropped by my house. I 

then took him to Kozarac, then to Prijedor. Then I found Drago 

Konjovoda. I know him as myself, and he had a small red -- a yellow 

Fiat which would take him to Banja Luka. So I gave him the money. I 

said, "Please take him" so I know him as I know myself.

Q. Mr. Alic, on your last trip, the fourth trip, to look for food at 

your house, were you stopped by Serb soldiers, seized and then taken 

to Omarska?

A. Yes, they did.

Q. What date was that?

A. That was on 10th June.

Q. When you arrived in Omarska where were you first taken?

A. First, they put us on the pista -- no, first, they took us up to the 

headquarters first, and up there they -- he went to the office. Then 

they put us up against a wall. We had two fingers there and that is 

how we stood there. There were three soldiers and they beat us. 

Those Serb soldiers, they beat us and they abused us. Then that one 

came back and said, "Go to pista and they will call you out and you 

will go there to be interrogated".
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Q. During the beating were you slapped in the face and kicked in the 

groin?

A. Yes, at first I was slapped on the face, and then with a rifle butt 

he hit me here and then he -- in the groin he kicked me because we had 

to have our legs spread.

Q. Where were you held after that?

A. Then I was on the pista.

Q. How many days were you held in the pista?

A. I was there three nights and four days.

Q. After that where were you held? 

A. In room 15.

Q. Did you remain in room 15, that is, did you remain held in room 15 

until you were transferred to Manjaca?

A. Yes.

Q. When was that?

A. That was on 26th August when they took me to Manjaca.

Q. I am sorry, did you say that was 26th August? What date was it that 

you were transferred to Manjaca?

A. 6th August. On 26th we returned from Manjaca.

Q. Mr. Alic, may I ask you how you would describe the general conditions 

in Omarska during the time you were held there?

A. Why, the conditions that they were, I can hardly describe them, what 

I have seen during my 73 years, in '42 I was in a camp, in 1945 I was 

in a camp, but this camp, it is unimaginable. It is death of a camp, 

not a camp. One thing is a camp, another is a death of a camp and I 
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cannot, I cannot imagine.

Q. Were prisoners regularly called out of rooms?

A. Yes, all the time.

Q. As far as you could tell, what happened to those prisoners?

A. As for us, as I know, there were people who were taken out and then 

were beaten and beaten, and bring them in and he is dead. They just 

bring him in and throw him into the room. There were people who never 

even came back, who were called out and never returned and we -- to 

this day we do not know what happened.

Q. Did you ever see the condition of prisoners who were held in the 

white house?

A. Yes, I did, I did see. One night I saw when they took us out to have 

a bath, he had a hose like this one. We were stripped naked from 

room 15 and washed us with icy water, beating us. It was not really 

washing us. It was beating us on the head and on the face, and I saw 

there about 20 of them being taken from the white house, stripped of 

their clothes. They did not look like humans. They looked like black 

sheep or black horse, they were that black, and there was no way you 

could tell a part of a body. I mean, they were so beaten up. When I 

saw those people, I could not, I could not eat a piece of bread for 

two days and I was hungry, but those people, they left such an 

impression, I could not really -- I could never even think that people 

could do this thing to other people.

Q. By the time you arrived in Ormaska, Mr. Alic, had you learned what 

had happened to your sons, Ekrem and Enver, or where they were?
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A. I heard about Ekrem while I was in Trnopolje, that Ekrem had been 

killed in Kozara, and it was the Omladinsko Naselje on Kozara, 

Benkovac, once upon a time it was called Srpski Benkovac and then 

Omladinsko Naselje, a youth brigade settlement that my son and my 

nephew had been killed there and so .....

Q. By the time you arrived in Omarska did you know where Enver was?

A. While I was on the pista I saw my Enver, when he passed by over me, 

he flew by me. I knew that he was there in the camp. When I came to 

the 15, somebody said, "Hey, Enver is calling to you. He is behind 

that room 15", but he was in another room behind the door, iron door, 

and we talked to each other. He asked me, "Where are the children, 

where were you? Where did they get you?" and I tell him, well, so and 

so. "I have heard that Eno had been killed and he says, "Father, yes" 

or "no" and that was it and .....

Q. So your son, Eno, asked you what had happened to Ekrem and you had 

to tell him?

A. Yes.

Q. Mr. Alic, after you came to room 15, was there a day when you were 

called from your room and ordered to fetch your son?

A. Yes, after, I think, after some four days or maybe five, I would not 

be able to pin point it, they came to the door and said, "Alic Mehmed 

nicknamed 'Meho', come out and find son Enver".

Q. Mr. Alic, before you were called out that day, on that particular 

day, had you seen Dule Tadic in camp?

A. I saw Dule Tadic that day. When I went out to lunch and he was 
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sitting with Meakic on the west side of the restaurant.

Q. Where were you when you saw him?

A. I was at the top of the hangar. When time for lunch came, there was 

always 30 people in the group and I was always the first one. I 

always headed it, the first one, as we moved there in a column and 

they always put me up front because I could not move very fast, my leg 

hurts a little, and besides I am of an age, you know, so they always 

said, "Come, Alic, you go first", so that I went first and I was at 

the corner of the pista and the hangar.

Q. Mr. Alic, can I ask you to take the pointer which should be to your 

right near that console? Perhaps Miss Sutherland can help you with 

that. Keep your headphones on, but in a moment I will ask you to take 

your headphones off, put on the headphones that they will give you at 

this desk and then I will ask you to point out on the model where you 

were and where Dule Tadic was when you saw him. So if you could 

remove your headphones and step up there, sir? 

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Will you be able to see, Mr. Wladimiroff, do you 

think, or Mr. Kay?

MR. WLADIMIROFF: I will try.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: OK. If need be, either you or Mr. Kay, whoever will 

be handling cross-examination, may approach.

MR. TIEGER (To the witness): Mr. Alic, can you first show us where Dule 

Tadic and Meakic were when you saw them?

A. Dule Tadic was here and I was here.

Q. So you were at the corner of the hangar building?
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A. Yes, at the corner.

Q. If I could ask you just once again to point out the corner where you 

were?

A. Right here. We came out through this door, walked here, and that is 

it.

Q. If you could point out again where Dule Tadic was, his approximate 

position?

A. Dule Tadic here, at any rate from this side, from the west.

Q. Thank you, Mr. Alic. You may take your seat again. What was Dule 

Tadic doing when you saw him?

A. Well, he was sitting with Meakic. They were talking, conversing.

Q. Do you recall what Mr. Tadic was wearing?

A. Camouflage clothes too. I saw him on a couple of occasions. He 

always had camouflage clothes.

Q. Do you recall whether he was clean shaven or had a beard?

A. Oh, that, well, he was, what do I know, but with all this repression, 

with all this hurry, I could not really, you know, how to tell you. 

If you move your head a little, there is immediately a rifle butt 

against your back, so it was better to look after one's back and not 

to see everything, because in that war a man told me, "Don't see 

everything and don't hear everything". That was '45, 1945.

Q. Did you see Dule Tadic on any other occasion in Omarska camp?

A. Yes, I did. Once again, I do not know how, I saw him on the east 

side standing.

Q. On the other side of the pista?
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A. Yes, on the other side of the pista, on the east side.

Q. Where were you or what were you doing when you saw him on that second 

occasion?

A. That day too, I was going for lunch. I did not see him otherwise 

because I never went anywhere. Only if I went to lunch I could see 

someone otherwise because they did not take me anywhere.

Q. On both occasions were you able to look long enough to be absolutely 

sure that it was Dule Tadic?

A. Why, it was always very quickly, but Dule Tadic is Dule Tadic. I 

know him. There may be 10 people like this and I will say which one 

is he, third, fourth, fifth or they may be moving in a column. I know 

him. I know his build like myself. There is no question.

Q. First of all on this, how long after the time when you saw him with 

Meakic was it that you saw him on the other side of the pista?

A. Why, about 20 days or so, what do I know? I do not know but I know 

that some time had passed by, and I saw that Kobas without an arm and 

I saw Meakic, that Drago, and I saw them there, a couple of people.

Q. I ask you to point out with the pointer where Dule Tadic was on that 

second occasion you saw him. Perhaps you could extend it and you may 

be able to reach or if you need to get up, please do.

A. He was here. This is the garage and there is a tap, a water tap, or 

something like that. I poured it while I was on the pista. I came 

there to get some water to drink and I know it quite well.

Q. On that first occasion when you saw Dule Tadic after lunch, did you 

return back to room 15?
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A. We did.

Q. Later that day did you hear the names of prisoners being called out 

from their rooms?

A. That day I heard this one calling out, Karabasic Emir, Jasko Hrnic, 

and some others were called out too.

Q. Did you know those two men, Emir Karabasic and Jasko Hrnic?

A. Sure I did. What do you mean? They were my sons' great friends, 

colleagues, what do I know.

Q. Mr. Alic, do you remember hearing them call out the name of your son, 

Enver?

A. Yes, I remember they called out my son, but they called out me, for 

me to go and take my son out, to go and find him. He came to the 

door, "Alic, please, Alic Mehmed called Meho, go and find your son" 

and I came out.

Q. Mr. Alic, when you were first called out and an announcement was 

first made, did you respond immediately?

A. I know -- I tried to dodge it, not to respond. So he shouted, "Alic" 

once, he shouted "Alic" twice and the third time when he said, "Come 

out for your mother, he is the oldest in the room, I will recognise 

him, I will kill 20 men for him", but people told me, "Meho, come on, 

don't be crazy. You have to go". So I went out. A soldier was 

standing by the door holding an automatic rifle. I do not know that 

lad, he was blond but I did not know him really much, and he hit me 

with a rifle butt but not particularly well. I mean, one has to say 

the truth. He did not really hit me properly.
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So he told me, "Down the stairs" and I started down the 

stairs. I went down one stairs and then another. He said, "To the 

left", and I to the left, to the hangar. When I started in the 

direction of the WC to the right, so I started down the hangar to the 

right. On the right was the WC.

Q. Mr. Alic, how were you walking at that time? What position were you 

in?

A. We had to have our hands up there, like this, and the head down. But 

when I turned to the right I looked ahead of me and I saw Emir 

Karabasic in front of me sitting on a table like this, his feet 

dangling, and I saw he was bloody. When I drew nearer, I stopped for 

about 10, 15 per cent, and I saw him being cut all over with a knife 

and there were three soldiers to the right of him, in fact to the east 

of him, and he was right by the wall and they were to the east -- not 

to the east, to the north, towards the WC.

As the water was poured over him and he was shaking, evidently 

he was stunned, and so they were trying to bring him to his senses 

back. Then I jolted badly, but a soldier shouted, "So you know him, 

well, you are going to know him, F your mother", and he put a knife, a 

soldier's knife, right up here, and the one going, walking behind me, 

hit me with a rifle butt here on the right side, in the kidneys, and 

this one jerked his knife and hit me on the head with the flat side of 

the knife, and then hit me here with the handle, and I still have a 

scar where he hit me with a knife. 

Q. Did you make an effort to see who those soldiers were?
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A. Well, I thought I did, but I could not see since I had the knife 

here. There is not a man who can look around if there is a knife at 

his throat. Few people can do it and I am not -- I may be a man but I 

did not have guts to look around and I could not see them, who they 

were, what they were. But I do know that Dule Tadic was there and who 

else, I do not know.

Q. Did the man who was escorting you direct you toward Enver's room?

A. Yes, I went along towards the door where my son, Enver, was.

Q. When you got to the room where the stairway upstairs is, were you 

told to go upstairs and get your son?

A. When I came near that door the guard opened and said, "Go upstairs", 

and the one who was following, who was escorting me, stayed there. So 

I went up the stairs. How I walked, I do not know. I was, sorry, I 

was lost. I knew where I was going, why I was going, what is 

happening, what was happening, and I found my son and he was like me, 

also shivering, "Son there, they say you have to come out". Then he 

says to me, "Father, I am not here, and maybe I am", he said. "No, I 

was told if we call you out once again, then you will be no more". 

Eno, my Eno, put on, somebody gave him a vest or something, a leather 

jacket, if they beat him so that it hurts him less.

He got ready. We started. When we came downstairs they 

shouted, "Faster, faster". I was walking the first and Eno was 

following me. When we came down to the hangar, this one was waiting 

for me, another one was waiting for him, saying, "Why aren't you 

coming out for your mother?" So we made a move few steps, and said, 
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"Lie down", and he went down on his stomach and with a right foot 

here, he kicked him on the left side once, twice, and he cried out of 

pain. You know that, how it is. I mean, he was a strong man, but -- I 

came back to my senses. I started wailing, screaming. I wanted to 

defend him somehow, to shield him, to ask them, but they told me, "Get 

lost. Get him. We shall cut his throat too". Those two grabbed him 

and he said to me, "Father, take care of my children, look after my 

children".

I started to the left and on their right side I heard them 

shouting, "Dule, brother, how have I wronged you? Why do you beat 

me?" I heard them beating in the hangar. I passed that way towards 

the pista and that one escorted me across the pista upstairs to the 

office, left me in front of the door. He went inside and those there 

mistreated me again at the door. One hit me, then he started off. 

Then the other one shouted, "Leave him, let him be." He said, 

"Comrade, Commander, I have taken Eno Alic out. What shall we do with 

the old man?" He said, "Take him to the room from which you had taken 

him out".

When I returned by the hangar the same way that I had come by, 

I heard wails and screams, cries out, cries, and I started up the 

stairs and I heard, he said, "This one's finished. I mean, mother, 

what are you going to make Ustasha with now?" He opened the door to 

me and I entered the room and they asked me, people asked me, "Meho, 

what is it?" and I said, "Brothers, I have lost my other son. They 

have killed my son". So that I -- I do not know what happened to me 
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then.

Q. Mr. Alic, did you ever see your son Enver alive after that day?

A. Never again from that day, never again. 

Q. Mr. Alic, do you see Dule Tadic in court today?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you point him out, please, and tell us what he is wearing?

A. (Indicated).

Q. Can you tell us what you see him wearing, sir?

A. He has a green jacket and a tie, but I am not interested in him. A 

criminal -- I am not interested in a criminal.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Mr. Alic, we have just asked to you identify Mr. 

Tadic. Thank you.

MR. TIEGER: The record will reflect the identification, your Honour?

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: The record will reflect that the witness has 

identified the accused.

MR. TIEGER: I have nothing further.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Cross-examination, Mr. Kay?

Cross-examined by MR. KAY

Q. Mr. Alic, would it be right to say that Dusko Tadic was someone that 

you did not associate with in Kozarac because he was of a different 

generation to you?

A. How do you mean?

Q. His father was more your generation and someone you would ---

A. Yes.

 Q. -- have spent time with, rather than Dusko Tadic who was 30 years 
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younger than you?

A. Yes.

Q. You had no common interests with him?

A. No, with Dule I had no relationship at all, only my sons did. 

Q. Your ---

A. They were with him.

Q. -- sons being ---

A. And I knew him as a child.

Q. -- one of them certainly, approximately the same age, were his 

generation?

A. Yes, my Ekrem was the same generation. They were peers. They were 

born the same year.

Q. Yes. You had no business dealings with Dusko Tadic?

A. I had no business with him ever.

Q. There were many people in Kozarac with whom your sons were friendly 

and they were popular people in Kozarac, is that right?

A. I think that they did, yes. They made no difference between Serbs 

and Muslims and Croats. We had brotherhood and unity. That is how it 

used to be until '92.

Q. Yes.

A. That is what we had, and Dule Tadic, he grew up with them. I do not 

know that he was ever -- or had any problems with Muslims. They were 

----

Q. Yes. You did not know that he had any such problems because he had 

been popular with your sons as your sons were popular with the people 
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of different nationalities in Kozarac?

A. Yes.

Q. When this day happened that there was the attack on Kozarac and there 

was shelling, had you expected that to happen that day?

A. I personally did not. I did not reckon on it, I did not thought -- I 

did not think that it would end, Serbs, our former neighbours like 

Dule Tadic and Zigic and Vinko and such that they would do what has 

been done. I was surprised because I was there from the former 

Yugoslavia. I was 14 or 15. Then it was the NDH, and then it was 

throughout the modern Yugoslavia, and I was just a hard working man, a 

farmer. For me, Serbs were just like Muslims. I do not know what 

they had, what their intentions they had with us, Muslims.

Q. Had you been aware of the ultimatums that had been issued from 

Prijedor requesting the police in Kozarac to deliver up their weapons 

and other Muslim people to deliver up their weapons? Were you aware 

of what was happening just before the shelling took place?

A. You know, I cannot answer that question. I am not a politician. I 

was never in politics, so I do not know anything. I am a farmer. I 

worked in agriculture and I have nothing to tell this or that. I was 

never a politician. I never was involved in politics. I was just 

sewing corn and gardening when Serbs were getting ready. They were 

preparing themselves. They were preparing themselves for this.

Q. On that day, 26th May, when you and many others left your homes in 

that region to join the people who were moving through the Marsala 

Tita Street, did you have any idea ---
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A. Yes.

Q. -- about what was going to happen to you? Did you have any knowledge 

at all of what any plans may be?

A. No, I did not know anything. I only knew that it was not going to be 

good. They surrounded us and then they started burning down houses. 

When the first shot was fired, the houses went up in flames and the 

whole -- Kozarac was burned down and so now we do not .....

Q. When you came to that stage that you were with the other women, 

children, men being separated, did you know what was going to happen 

to you, where you were going to do go? Did you know what the plans 

were?

A. I did not know anything.

Q. Did you ask any of those people who were around to say, "What is 

happening? Do you know where I am going?"

A. No, I did not. I asked no questions. My wife was 75. I had a deaf, 

mute daughter, two small grandchildren. I was still fighting for 

them. I knew exactly what was going on, so I was just trying to save 

them. So I do not know what I am supposed to demonstrate here.

Q. When you were put on that bus to go to Trnopolje, that was the first 

bus, you said, that was at the particular place where the division was 

happening, is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Can you remember who told you that you were going on to that bus?

A. I do not. A Serb soldier.

Q. How many Serb soldiers were there in this place near Limenka?
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A. I could not count them. I do not think anybody could count them. I 

do not think anybody dared count them.

Q. Were there army vehicles there or was it just soldiers on foot?

A. I saw military vehicles in Kozarac, but there was a lot of traffic 

and there was a column of civilians. They were all on the move.

Q. When you say that you were put on the first bus that took you to 

Trnopolje, were you then at the head of the column?

A. I think that, yes, ours was the first bus. I was in the first bus 

from those civilians. 

Q. Did you know if other people had been separated or moved on in this 

way at this place before you arrived there? Was there anything that 

indicated that to you?

A. I think that there were, but I do not know. I know what I 

experienced and what I saw and for the rest, I cannot. I could not 

really look around. I was watching my own family because at that time 

I was 67.

Q. When you were at this place where the people were being put on to or 

separated into various groups, how long did you stay there at this 

place near Limenka? How long did that take?

A. I think between my place and the bus, it was about an hour. They 

unloaded us, to look over our things. There are weapons, bayonets. 

They went through our bags and .....

Q. Were these soldiers who were searching your bags?

A. Serb soldiers -- who else?

Q. Can you recollect what sort of uniform they were wearing?

Page 3962 
A. Well, camouflage uniforms. They were all kinds. Maybe I saw 15, 20 

of them, but there were 100 or 150. I was not put up there to watch 

who was wearing what, what kind of a cap. I was a prisoner. I knew 

that I was -- my freedom was taken away from me and then I was just to 

bow my head and that was it.

Q. When you say you had to bow your head, do you mean that it could have 

been dangerous for you to look around at these people?

A. Of course. You just could not call the person by their name, you 

could not recognise him. You could not say, "Where are you, 

neighbour?" because your head would be off.

Q. Was there then that fear of violence that you and other people were 

aware of whilst you were being dealt with in this way? 

A. Of course, and other people left and I do not know how many but .....

MR. KAY: Your Honour, that is a convenient moment before I enter a new 

topic.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: We will adjourn until tomorrow at 10 a.m.

(5.30 p.m.)

(The court adjourned until the following day) 
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Wednesday, 24th July 1996

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Mr. Kay, would you like to begin the 

cross-examination as soon as we get someone to cross-examine?

MR. MEHMED ALIC, recalled.

Cross-Examined by MR. KAY

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Mr. Alic, you are still under oath, do you 

understand that, the same oath that you took yesterday? OK thank you. 

Mr. Kay?

MR. KAY: Thank you. Mr. Alic, yesterday you told us that you saw Dusko 

Tadic with a man called Meakic one day when you were on the pista and 

you described him as being near the restaurant building?

A. [In translation]: Yes.

Q. Do you remember that?

A. Yes, I remember it.

Q. Was that an occasion again when you were going to lunch in that 

building which had the restaurant?

A. Yes.

Q. You remember indicating where you were on the pista and indicating as 

well where Mr. Tadic was with the man called Meakic?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you know then that Meakic was the Commander of the camp at 
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Omarska?

A. Yes, I knew.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Mr. Alic, you may have to speak up just a little 

louder. I do not know.

A. Yes, I could.

MR. KAY: Thank you. When you saw the two men, was it just the two of 

them or were there others with them? 

A. It was the two of them and around them there were guards around them 

all the time and they were walking around, but the two of them were 

sitting.

Q. Were they sitting on the ground or on a chair or a bench?

A. No, there were chairs.

Q. On this occasion when you were crossing the pista, were other men 

being held on the pista?

A. Yes, there was on the pista, there were always people on the pista, 

inmates.

Q. To get to the restaurant building you go through the door in the 

middle of that building, is that right?

A. Right.

Q. Did you with the men with you pass across the pista to get to that 

door?

A. How do you mean? I do not understand.

Q. Did you go through the men who were held on the pista in that group 

of 30 going to the restaurant to eat?

A. No, we were going -- the people were on the right and we were passing 

Page 3965 
by them.

Q. Thank you. As you told us, on these occasions you had to keep your 

head down, is that right?

A. Yes.

Q. So would it be right to say that the opportunity to look at the man 

Meakic and the man you said was Dusko Tadic was not a long time?

A. No, I was at the corner. I was the first in the line. I was always 

first when we went to lunch and so we were turning, we would turn our 

heads towards the wall, and when they said, "OK, it is over", then we 

would go and then I would just kind of glance over, you know, very 

fast, but you cannot look so, you had to keep going, but you were 

watched all the time from up there.

He is looking around and he is watching who is turning and, 

you know, so we did not dare. We could not. So, they were beaten up, 

people, and they did not know they were being watched and then all of 

a sudden he would say, "You, come out here".

Q. Yes. When you went out from the hangar to go to the restaurant 

building there were other guards around in the area watching you as 

well as the people on the pista, would that be right?

A. Yes, yes, that is right.

Q. The second time you told us that you saw Dusko Tadic with the man 

Meakic, that was on the other side of the restaurant building, the 

part of the model that is closest to you, is that right?

A. Yes, he was on the west side of the restaurant the first time I saw 

him.
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Q. So the other time it was the other side of the building, would that 

be right?

A. And the second time was on the east side of the building.

Q. Yes. Again, was that a similar occasion, were you going for lunch?

A. Yes, the same situation, going to lunch, otherwise I could not see 

any because I was always in a room. Only when I was going to lunch, 

then that is when you see somebody, otherwise there are no other 

opportunities.

Q. Were the circumstances similar in that you were first in the line but 

you had to keep your head down and you were under the control of the 

guards?

A. The same, always the same, and always whenever I would go, I was -- 

that group that went, I was always the first.

Q. When you to went to lunch in this way did you walk or were forced to 

run as best as you could?

A. Well, we had to run but that is why they put me up front so that I am 

old, I was the oldest, and also my leg was not right, so I also 

pretended a bit more so that we could go slower, so I was always put 

up front.

Q. So you ran as best as you could?

A. As much as we could, how else?

Q. So, it seems from what you are telling us that the circumstances of 

this second time were very similar to what you have told us about the 

first occasion, would that be fair?

A. That is right.
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MR. KAY: Thank you, I have no further questions.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Redirect?

Re-examined by MR. TIEGER

Q. Mr. Alic, I noted yesterday that when you were talking about the 

surrender at Limenka, you said that you realised at that point that 

your freedom was taken away from you, and you were just to bow your 

head and that was it. I wondered if the expression "bow your head" 

was symbolic or literal. At Limenka were you required to look down to 

the ground or were you able to look around?

A. No, they were not asking that. They did not -- we did it ourselves 

so that we would not be recognised and so that they would not 

recognise us, and people knew my two sons. I had two sons and also 

the people knew me too, and I knew what was going on. So I was just 

looking in front, rather than being in a position when people would 

say, "Where are your sons?" So I was there and I was just not 

looking, because one of them, I had a daughter who is a deaf mute, 

and when we got off the bus they were looking through things and he 

was talking to her and she cannot understand him because she cannot 

hear him, and he did not know she cannot talk and then he says, "I 

will hit you with a rifle butt" and then I step in and I say, "She 

cannot talk" and he said, "Shut up or else I will hit you" and so I 

had to keep silent.

Q. At the time you saw Dule Tadic at Limenka you were looking ahead 

rather than looking down?

A. Right in front of me, I saw a few of them. You know, there is army 
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all around, but if somebody would come that would recognise me, that 

would be, but it was not my goal to recognise people. My aim was to 

get saved.

MR. TIEGER: Thank you, sir.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Mr. Kay?

MR. KAY: Nothing arises, your Honour.

Examined by the Court

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Just one question, Mr. Alic, please. Yesterday I 

believe you testified that at one point when you were in Omarska 

someone put a knife to your throat. Is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. At that time -- I do not have the transcript, but my notes at least 

tell me -- you did not look but you saw that Dule Tadic was there, was 

that your testimony?

A. I testified in that way because I saw Dule Tadic before he recognised 

me, before they called me out, and he was there sitting with Meakic 

when we were going to lunch, and then I was called out "Mehmed Alic, 

called Meho", and a third is, they called out Alic Karabasic and 

Hrnic, those were the best three, the three best friends that were 

together, and then a fourth. When I was going out I heard them saying, 

"Dule don't, Dule, brother", and somebody says, "Mother" and that is 

why I claim, and that is why I took oath, that that is how it was and 

in my mind that is how it is.

Q. So you did not see Dule when someone -- was Dule present when this 

person put the knife to your throat? Did you see him?
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A. He -- of course he was.

Q. You believe that he was present because of the reasons that you have 

just testified to, is that correct?

A. Yes, that is sure, because he said, "What are you recognising, your 

mother?" and maybe it was 10, 15 per cent I glanced sideways and he 

says, "Are you recognising?" and then he put the knife, but I think 

that there was somebody else, somebody from Omarska or Prijedor there. 

He would not be interested in what I am looking at, what I am trying 

to recognise, but he knows that I know about Karabasic and I know Dule 

and I know all of them.

Q. So is it your testimony that Mr. Tadic put the knife to your throat?

A. I cannot say that with certainty, but he was in that group.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Thank you, sir. Mr. Tieger?

MR. TIEGER: Nothing, your Honour, thank you.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Mr. Kay?

MR. KAY: There is one matter that I ought to raise with you. Yesterday 

when the witness gave evidence he did not say that he saw Dusko Tadic 

there in this incident that we are concerned with. He said, "I know 

he was there".

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: "There", and that was why I asked him the questions 

I did, to find out what he meant by "there", but if you wish to 

clarify that, you may ask more questions. It just seemed to me that 

when you say someone was there, it was not clear to me what the 

"there" meant, so you may ask more questions, if you wish.

MR. KAY: Your Honour, I have no further questions.
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THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Mr. Tieger?

MR. TIEGER: Nothing, your Honour, thank you.

JUDGE STEPHEN: Witness, you are the first witness to refer when looking 

at the model to north, south, east and west. Would you just clarify 

for me, am I right in thinking that that direction is north?

A. You mean, I was orientating myself on Bosnia. I knew in Bosnia what 

is north. I can show it here too. This is the west. This is south. 

This is north and that is east.

Q. I am sorry, that direction is north? Would you point to north, the 

north direction in Bosnia?

A. (The witness indicated).

JUDGE STEPHEN: Thank you.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Is there any objection to Mr. Alic being permanently 

excused, Mr. Kay?

MR. KAY: There is not, your Honour.

THE PRESIDING JUDGE: Mr. Alic, you are permanently excused. That means 

you are free to leave. Thank you for coming today and yesterday.

THE WITNESS: I thank you also for calling me and for allowing me to speak 

the truth.

(The witness withdrew)

