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TRIAL CHAMBER III (“Chamber”) of the Intemational Tribunal for the
Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of International

Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since 1991
(“Tribunal™);

PROPRIO MOTU

CONSIDERING that at the hearing of 27 January 2009, the only Office of the
Prosecutor (“Prosecution’) representative present left the courtroom before the end of

the session without any explanation,’

CONSIDERING that at the hearing of 28 January 2009, the Prosecution offered no

apology and made no attempt to explain its conduct from the previous day,

CONSIDERING that the Chamber will not accept such an attitude which may not
only be perceived as offensive to the Chamber and the other parties, but also obstruct

the proper conduct of the proceedings,

CONSIDERING that the Chamber recalls that Prosecution representatives must
nonetheless “maintain the honour and dignity of their profession”z and that it is
incumbent upon all of the parties to be present in court for the entire duration of the

hearings,

CONSIDERING that in view of the Prosecution’s conduct during the hearing of 27
January 2009 and the absence of apology offered, by way of Notice or at the hearing
of 28 January 2009, the Chamber deems it necessary to issue a warning to the

Prosecution,

FOR THESE REASONS,

IN ACCORDANCE WITH Article 20 (1) of the Statute of the Tribunal and Rule 54

of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence,

ISSUES A WARNING to the Prosecution,

! Transcript in French, pp. 36099 and 36100.
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Presiding Judge Jean-Claude Antonetti appends a separate opinion to this order.

Done in English and in French, the French version being authoritative.

Isigned/

Jean-Claude Antonetti

Presiding Judge
Done this fifth day of February 2009
At The Hague
The Netherlands
[Seal of the Tribunal]

? Prosecutor's Regulation No. 2 (1999), Standards of Professional Conduct for OTP Prosecutors, para, 2
(b).
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