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) 

TRIAL CHAMBER III ("Chamber") of the International Tribunal for the 

Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of International 

Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since 1991 

("Tribunal"); 

NOTING the Motion of the Office of the Prosecutor ("Prosecution") filed 

confidentially on II November 2008 for the admission of a written statement by 

Witness Sulejman Tihie pursuant to Rule 92 ter ("Motion");! 

NOTING the Chamber's Decision of 7 January 2008, in which the Chamber decided 

that for some witnesses, in particular Sulejman Tihie, the Prosecution request to hear 

them pursuant to Rule 92 ter was denied " since there is no showing of relevance and 

due to their excessive number of pages";2 

CONSIDERING, nevertheless, that for these Witnesses, the Chamber decided that it 

could "take into consideration a future request based on Rule 92 ter of the Rules to 

admit new statements tailored specifically to the requirements of this case against the 

Accused,,;3 

CONSIDERING that on 1 8  November 2008, the Accused verbally objected to 

Sulejman Tihie testifying pursuant to Rule 92 ter, since he has been and continues to 

be an important political figure in Bosnia and Herzegovina;4 

CONSIDERING that this witness's written statement relates mainly to the tension 

that started at the beginning of 1992 between the various ethnic groups in Bosanski 

Samac, but also to the outbreak of conflict in this community on 17 April 1992, to the 

involvement of the JNA, the TO and all other paramilitary units in the fighting and 

violence committed in this town and its vicinity and of which the Witness was a 

victim as a political representative of the Bosniaks; 

1 Prosecution Motion for the Admission of the Written Statement of Witness VS-1007 Pursuant to Rule 
92 ter, confidential, II November 2008. 
2 Decision on the Prosecution's Consolidated Motion Pnrsuant to Rules 89 (F), 92 bis, 92 ter and 92 
fuater of the Rules of Procednre and Evidence, confidential, 7 January 2008. para. 52. 

!d., para. 53. 
4 Hearing of 18 November 2008, Transcript in French 11763-11768. 
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CONSIDERING that the Chamber finds that since the witness is the first to testify on 

the municipality of Bosanski Samac and the neighbouring communities concerning 

the acts and conduct of individuals for which the Accused could be held responsible, 

since the Witness claims that he knows of crimes committed by "Seselj's men"; 

CONSIDERING that the Chamber finds, therefore, that it is in the interests of justice 

to hear the Witness viva vice, in view of his importance and in order to better 

understand the case presented to the Chamber, more precisely, with regard to the 

presence of armed forces in the region of Bosanski Samac and the crimes that may 

have been committed by them; 

FOR THESE REASONS 

DISMISSES the Prosecution Motion and DECIDES 

i) to hear Witness Sulejman Tihi6 viva voce; and 

ii) to assign one hour to the Prosecution and to the Accused for this Witness. 

Done in English and in French, the French version being authoritative. 

Done this twentieth day of November 2008 
At The Hague 
The Netherlands 

[Seal of the Tribunal] 
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