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10                          [The witness entered court]

11            JUDGE MAY:  Let the witness stand to take the declaration.

12                          WITNESS:  RADOMIR MARKOVIC

13                          [Witness answered through interpreter]

14            THE WITNESS: [Interpretation] I solemnly declare that I will speak

15    the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.

16            JUDGE MAY:  Yes.  Take a seat.

17                          Examined by Mr. Nice:

18       Q.   Can you tell us, please, your full name.

19       A.   Radomir Markovic.

20       Q.   And, Mr. Markovic, were you formerly the head of state security

21    for Serbia?

22       A.   Yes.  I was at the head of the state security of Serbia from the

23     -- from November 1998 to year 2000.

24       Q.   Your present position, as revealed in part by the circumstances in

25    which you entered this room, is that you are still on trial in Serbia in a
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 1    trial that has yet to be completed, and as is well known in Serbia, a

 2    charge that includes counts of murder laid against you.

 3       A.   Yes.

 4       Q.   Allegations that you are contesting.

 5       A.   Certainly I'm contesting them.  I was falsely accused in Serbia,

 6    and I hope that justice will prevail.

 7       Q.   First may we deal with your background, and to some of these

 8    questions yes/no answers will probably be permitted and may save time.

 9            Were you born in 1946 in Lukavac in Bosnia, educated in Belgrade,

10    graduating from the law faculty there?

11       A.   That is correct.

12       Q.   Had your entire professional life been spent working for the MUP,

13    which you joined in 1970, working for the first five years as an operative

14    in the second department of the management for criminal acts?

15       A.   Yes, that's correct.

16       Q.   Did you then spend eight years at the department for the

17    prevention of drug trafficking, subsequently becoming head of department

18    at Belgrade airport?

19       A.   Correct.

20       Q.   You then became head of public security in the city of Belgrade

21    and indeed secretary of security for that city?

22       A.   Yes.

23       Q.   You became an Assistant Minister of the Interior in two separate

24    departments, the later one of which was -- or the first one of which was

25    for analytical and informational works and the latter one of which was as

 1    Assistant Minister for Criminal Acts.

 2       A.   Correct.

 3       Q.   And then that brings us to November 1998, when you became head of

 4    the state security branch, the RDB of the MUP.  Who appointed you to that

 5    position?

 6       A.   I was appointed to that position by the Minister of the Interior,

 7    Vlajko Stojiljkovic.

 8       Q.   What, if any, part in that appointment did the accused take?

 9       A.   I presume that it was the suggestion of Slobodan Milosevic, but I

10    cannot know that with certainty.  I was nominated by Vlajko Stojiljkovic.

11    I suppose that the president was aware of that and that he approved it.

12       Q.   I turn now to the chain of command operative at the time you were

13    performing this job.  To whom did you report as head of state security?

14       A.   The Minister of the Interior.

15       Q.   And was that a chain of command that -- or was reporting to him

16    within a legally established chain of command?

17       A.   Yes.  Everything was in keeping with the legislation.

18       Q.   Your instructions came from whom, from the same minister or from

19    elsewhere?

20       A.   From the minister.  We had regular staff meetings where the

21    minister issued us assignments for the period that followed.

22       Q.   Were you able to form a view one way or the other as to how the

23    instructions you received from the minister fitted with the policies of

24    the president, the accused?

25       A.   Well, the policy of a country is charted by the president together

 1    with his associates, and the Minister of the Interior certainly has to

 2    follow that policy.  There is no doubt about that.  So the state policies

 3    are created by state authorities and the president of that state, and we

 4    were only executive bodies who followed the orders.

 5       Q.   Did you ever yourself report directly to the accused?

 6       A.   In what sense did you mean "report"?

 7       Q.   Report on what you were doing, on your actions, tell him what you

 8    were engaged in; did you ever report to him?

 9       A.   Slobodan Milosevic received daily reports both from the public

10    security and the state security branches.  And when he was particularly

11    interested in something, he would invite me to his office and I would have

12    to elaborate on that either in the form of a written report or verbally,

13    depending on his request.

14       Q.   We'll come to the detail of weekly reporting in a little while's

15    time.

16            You took over your position from whom, please?

17       A.   From Jovica Stanisic.

18       Q.   Was he somebody you knew well or not?

19       A.   No.  I didn't know Jovica Stanisic very well.  I knew him

20    superficially as a colleague, as a professional, not socially.

21       Q.   Had you seen a document dealing with the control of or

22    subordination of Jovica Stanisic?

23       A.   Yes.  I saw such a document.  It was shown to me by Jovica

24    Stanisic himself.

25       Q.   And roughly when did he show you this document that you can now

 1    recall?

 2       A.   Well, he showed it to me immediately after I took over from him.

 3       Q.   What was the date of the document, or at any rate, the year, if

 4    you can recall, of the document?

 5       A.   I think I can.  I believe it was 1997.

 6            MR. NICE:  May the witness now please see the document, which we

 7    will produce as an exhibit.  On this occasion, I think it may be desirable

 8    for the whole four-sheet package to be before the Court, which includes

 9    the explanation of how this document comes to be provided to the Tribunal.

10            JUDGE MAY:  Give it an exhibit number.

11            MR. NICE:  Thank you very much.

12            THE REGISTRAR:  Your Honours, this will be marked Prosecutor's

13    Exhibit 277.

14            MR. NICE:  Thank you very much.  If we can do the following,

15    please, Mr. Usher:  If we can look at -- first of all view the first page

16    briefly so that those viewing can see what it is.  First of all in the --

17    it's proper to see it in the original and then we'll go to the English.

18    So we a document, a letter with a stamp in Cyrillic, and the second page

19    is then -- if you turn over, please.  The next document is a document in

20    Cyrillic, and we can see at the foot of it a date, 21st of April, 1997,

21    and again some official stamps.

22            If we go to the third sheet, please, we come to the translation of

23    those documents in order, the first being a letter from the Federal

24    Republic of Yugoslavia, dated the 27th of June, addressed to the liaison

25    officer, Office of the Prosecutor of this Tribunal, signed by the

 1    assistant federal minister, and following the formal courtesies,

 2    forwarding, it says in the second or third line, forwarding to this

 3    Tribunal, or the office of the Prosecutor in any event, a copy of the

 4    decision DT numbered 1/97 from the 21st of April, that was brought by the

 5    former president of the Republic of Serbia, Slobodan Milosevic.  And then

 6    we can see a translation on the fourth sheet of the document itself.

 7            And the document reads:  "According to the Article 83 of the

 8    Republic of Serbia constitution, I bring the following..."  I should

 9    observe it's headed "State secret."  "Decision.  1.  During the

10    preparations for passing the law on carrying out the security affairs of

11    the FR Yugoslavia, the department of the state security will perform its

12    duties in accordance with the guidelines of the president of the republic

13    and the Republic of Serbia government.  As from this day, this decision is

14    put into effect until the day the federal law is enforced, which shall, in

15    accordance with the constitution of the FR Yugoslavia, regulate the

16    security affairs in the framework of the FR Yugoslavia jurisdiction.

17            "2.  This decision is put into effect on the day it was brought."

18            And then signed by the accused.

19       Q.   Mr. Markovic, just having seen this document, I think today, can

20    you help us one way or another whether this is the same document that you

21    were shown by Mr. Stanisic?

22       A.   Yes.  That is the document.

23       Q.   This document thus says that the department of state security will

24    perform its duties in accordance with guidelines of the president of the

25    republic and the Republic of Serbia government until the federal law that

 1    it sets out is enforced.

 2            First, was the relevant federal law referred to there ever made?

 3       A.   No.  It was just a bill that was never enacted.

 4       Q.   So as long as it was in effect, this decision of the accused had

 5    the effect of bringing the department of state security under his control?

 6       A.   That was in effect only during the tenure of Jovica Stanisic,

 7    because when I took over as head of the state security branch, that was no

 8    longer in effect.  It no longer applied.

 9       Q.   Dealing with it in two stages:  Until the end of Stanisic's term

10    of office, it was in effect.

11       A.   From the day of the entry into force of this decision until the

12    end of his term of office, yes.

13       Q.   You say it didn't apply in your case.  Is there any document

14    recording the cancellation of this order or decision?

15       A.   I don't know if such a document exists.  I was informed of that by

16    Minister Vlajko Stojiljkovic, who told me that the state security branch

17    had to address directly the Ministry of the Interior, that is, him.

18       Q.   At the time of this decision and through to the time of your

19    holding this office, was there any federal State Security Service or not?

20       A.   No.  The federal State Security Service did not exist.

21       Q.   So the Republic of Serbia's security service was performing the

22    task of the federal government?

23       A.   You could put it that way.  But it is not completely accurate.

24    Since that had not been agreed with the Ministry of the Interior of

25    Montenegro, it functioned only partially, to the extent that was necessary

 1    for security of the state.

 2       Q.   So now can we turn to the process of meetings, briefings, and

 3    reporting.

 4            MR. NICE:  And, Your Honour, this will take us beyond a quarter

 5    to.  I don't know what additional time is required for the arrangements of

 6    the witness, given the circumstances in which he arrives here.

 7            JUDGE MAY:  Yes.  It may be better to start tomorrow on that.

 8            Mr. Markovic, we're going to adjourn now.  Would you remember

 9    during this adjournment until we recommence your evidence tomorrow, and

10    indeed any other adjournments there may be, not to speak to anybody about

11    it until it's over, and that includes speaking to members of the

12    Prosecution.

13            THE WITNESS: [Interpretation] I understand.

14            JUDGE MAY:  Very well.  We will adjourn now.  Nine o'clock

15    tomorrow morning.

